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United Kingdom
Gifts

Articles consigned as "Unsolicited gifts" are acceptable and will be allowed entry free of any
duty or VAT providing the shipment is valued at less than 34 GBP(£), consigned to an
individual, and are individually wrapped.

Cigarettes (50 cigarettes total) Perfume (50 grams net weight) Toilet Water (.25 litre)
Liquor Spirits, Wine (1 litre total)
Cigars (10 cigars or 50 gms of smoking Tobacco, not of Cuban origin)

Gifts over 34 GBP but under 135 GBP could attract VAT, but not duty. Gifts 135 GBP and
over, VAT, duty and/or excise duty may apply depending on the commodity.

Imported Goods

Articles up to 15 GBP(£) value, except alcohol and tobacco products, are admitted free of
duty and taxes.

. shipments under 15 GBP can enter duty and Tax (VAT) free.

. shipments over 15 GBP but under 135 GBP are liable for VAT but can enter duty
free

. shipments over 135 GBP will attract VAT and possible duty, over 2,000 GBP require

a commercial invoice and a formal declaration to Customs



Prohibited Items

In addition to items considered non-mailable matte, the following is a listing of
commaodities prohibited and/or in some instances restricted for entry into the United

Kingdom:

. asbestos

. animal pathogens

. bullion or banknotes

. cat and dog fur products

. counterfeit items, including dies and plates for manufacture
. clothes and rags, soiled

. counterfeit or pirated goods

. cremated remains

. flick knives and gravity knives

. goods bearing false origin statements

. goods infringing a copyright

. goods infringing a trade mark

. honey* (may depend upon certification and country of origin)
. hops & Hops Products* (Certificate of Attestation required)
. hooded baby seal products

. horror comics

. investigational Drugs

. indecent or obscene materials

. Kimberley Process Diamonds

. lithium batteries (when not sent connected to a device such as a mobile phone or

digital camera)
. live animals
. lottery tickets and advertising

. meat and milk based products in items intended for personal use



. mineral products

. offensive Weapons; belt buckle knives, death stars, throwing stars, and martial arts
equipment, Pepper and similar sprays

. plastic kitchenware originating from Hong Kong or China

. prison-made goods

. rice* (of US Origin-Certificate of Conformity required)

. radio transmitters which are capable of transmitting on frequencies between 26.1

and 29.7 megacycles per second and 88 to 108 Mhz per second

. soil

. soiled textiles

. straw

. video senders; equipment capable of transmitting video images

. videos, sound recordings and printed matter, indecent

. jewellery

. precious metals, precious or semi-precious stones

. securities, coins

. animals and animal products

. bees, leeches, silkworms, parasites and destroyers

. certain carcinogenic substances

. chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's)

. cordless telephones (operating on frequencies greater than 853 Mhz)
. chemicals

. cultural objects

. eggs and agricultural products

. foodstuffs, including fish, shellfish, honey, eggs and certain types of fruit and
vegetables

. foreign prison made goods

. genetically modified rice and rice products



. guar gum from India

. meat and meat products

. ozone depleting substances

. pharmaceutical products

. plant pests; bacteria, fungi, virus and cultures deemed destructive to agriculture and
plants

. plants and plant products

. coins

. products subject to '‘Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITIES)

. protein (animal processed)
. rabies susceptible animals

. rabies virus

. radio transmitters

. sealskins

. semen (animal only)

. soil (peat)

. spirits

. used agricultural machinery
. Ukrainian sunflower oil

. vegetables and fruit

. weapons

. whale products

. wood; still having bark (unprocessed); timber

. milk and milk products






